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AMENDME NTS TQ THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of claims: 

1 . (Withdrawn) A disease susceptibility gene for rheumatoid arthritis, the gene 
coding a protein that has an amino acid sequence shown in SEQ. ID NO. 1 and that 
has such mutation that glycine is inserted as a 269lh amino acid in the sequence. 

2. (Withdrawn) The gene as set forth in claim 1 , having a base sequence shown in 
SEQ. ID NO. 2, and having such mulation that 3 bases "GGT" are inserted as 805th to 
807th bases in the sequence. 

3. (Withdrawn) A protein having an amino acid sequence shown in SEQ. ID NO.1 , 
and having such mutation that glycine is inserted as a 269th amino acid in the 
sequence. 

4. (Currently amended) A method of evaluating onset or onset possibility of 
rheumatoid arthritis in a hum an subject, the method comprising the step of: detecting 
tho pr usenc o _pr abs ence of a u ene c oding a pro tein comprising the a mino acid 

forth in -or-2 oceur^or-not;^and 

5. (Wilt idrawn) A method of evaluating onset or onset possibility of rheumatoid 
arthritis, the method comprising the step of: detecting whether mutation of the protein 
as set forth in claim 3 occurs or not. 

6- (Withdrawn) An evaluation kit for evaluating onset or onset possibility of ■ 
rheumatoid arthritis by using the method as set forth in claim 4 or 5, the method 
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delecting whether mutation occurs or not. 

7. (Currently amended) A method of evaluating onset or onset possibility of 
rheumatoid arlhritis in a h um^n . subject, comprising the step of: measuring an amount 
of an expressed mRNA derived from a^isease-syp^eptlbifity gene-for-rheufi^tokl 
firihrltisr-lhe gene-having-a-base sequenee-that4s-as-shown if>SECk-4D-NQ.2-but 
deleted of-G basos-'-'GGTA which are Nos;S05-tG-€to7~basee in the- seoHJencewhJJln 
Angio^nic^ 

illibS. 52Uhicct* v and 
pvnhiatincLthiLOjl^ 

8. (Currently amended) The method of evaluating onset or onset possibility of 
rheumatoid arthritis i n a huma n subject, as set forth in claim 7, wherein: a pair of 
threshold values 1 and 2 is set with respect to the amount of the expressed mRNAjn 
thp^siibject, the threshold value Kthe threshold value 2; the thresho ld va lue 1 
ttirjfljjo^ am ount of expre ssed anqiopoie tin-LmRb^rLgA sijbjocts 

flnglonoiotin-l i rnRN A in norm al subjects Jf the amount of the expressed^ni}lpj3()iiLlin^ 
niRNAjriihosubtgct is equal to or less than the threshold value 1 , it is judged that a-the 
subject has pogsibty^developed rheumatoid arthritis highly-pos^Wy or has a high 
possibility that the suhjoGl^ili-devetop- of developinci /heumatoid arthritis in the future; 
and if the amount of the expressed mRNA is equal to or more than the threshold value 
2, it is judged that a subject has not developed rheumatoid arthritis uniikoty-or has a low 
possibility thnl ihe-subfeot-will develo p of develop ing rheumatoid arthritis in the future; 
lh?!Qby OMPiMatUTfl th e onset or o ns et possibility of rh eumatokLarthn 

0, (Withdrawn) A remedy for rheumatoid arthritis* comprising the steps oft 
supplementing, to a rheumatoid arthritis patient having a protein having the mutation as 
sjRt forth in ciaim 3, (a) a normal type protein not having the mutation, (b) DNA coding 
the normal type protein, or (c) a low molecular weight compound that acts as an agonist 
for a receptor protein for which the normal protein is a ligand. 
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10. (Withdrawn) A curing medicine for use in curing a rheumatoid arthritis patient 
having a prolein having the mutation as set forth in claim 3, tho curing medicine 
containing, as a main component (a) a normal type protein not having the mutation, (b) 
DNA coding the normal type protein, or (c) a low molecular weight compound that acts 
as an agonist for a receptor protein for which the normal protein is a ligand. 
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